The surgical management of extracranial and intracranial occlusive disease.
The role of surgery in preventing transient ischemic attacks and stroke in certain occlusive vascular lesions is well-established. This is well-established when carotid endarterectomy for carotid stenosis with transient ischemic attacks is used. The overall surgical results are best achieved by the frequent performance of the procedure and meticulous attention to technical as well as medical features of this group of patients at risk. Continuing medical care of these patients is essential. The long-term mortality rate is augmented by the high incidence of myocardial infarctions. Complete cardiac evaluation and good medical care, at the time the patient is initially treated, should subsequently minimize this event. Although the microvascular bypass procedures are technically feasible and associated with a low mortality rate, their exact role in the medical management of patients with intracranial occlusive lesions is unproven. However, the procedure offers great promise and an exciting future for neurosurgery in stroke therapy.